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Week Ending Saturday, December 31, 1983 


Foreign and Domestic Issues 





Interview With Representatives of the Wire 
Services. December 23, 1983 





Administration’s Accomplishments in 
1983 


Q. Looking back over the past year, what 
do you think you did wrong, and what 
would you have done differently? 

The President. Well, I think there are 
always things that you'll think you did 
wrong. But I think, basically, we have con- 
tinued on the path that we set in 1981. The 
progress that we’ve made economically is 
apparent. It is the first time in many years 
that we’ve had a recovery from a recession 
in which not only is industrial—well, let’s 
say just productivity—increasing, personal 
earnings increasing, inflation and unem- 
ployment both going down—all of these 
things happening at the same time. This 
hasn’t happened in a recovery for many, 
many years, which makes me believe we 
are on a firm footing and have laid a foun- 
dation for a solid recovery. That part is one. 

There are things—if you say what should 
we have done differently?—well, there are 
things. In trying to negotiate bipartisan 
agreements on some of these, you look back 
and think, well, maybe if we’d worked 
harder in one direction or another we 
might have gotten more cooperation in our 
need to reduce government spending. 

On the international scene, I think that 
our continued buildup of our strength has 
changed international relations a great deal. 
I don’t think without that we would have 
had the beginning negotiations that we’ve 
had with regard to reduction of nuclear 
weapons, both the INF and the START 
talks. I think it is due to that. 

I think we’ve got a finer relationship than 
we've had for a long time with our own 
friends and allies. This is particularly true in 
the efforts that we’ve made in Asia, as well 
as our longtime friends in Europe. 


So, all in all, I think that there has been 
progress. But it is a foundation laid for more 
progress. 

Q. If I could ‘jjust—but surely—was there 
anything you went back at the end of the 
day and said, “Oh, darn, I really’—you 
know—“that didn’t work right, we should 
have done it.” Is there any one thing that 
you can pick out? 

The President. Oh, well, I probably could 
get incensed about—but this was before 
1983, earlier than that—going for the tax 
bill on the assumption that we’d been 
promised about $3 in reductions in spend- 
ing for every dollar of tax revenue, and we 
have never seen the $3 in reduced spend- 
ing. 


The Middle East 


Q. Mr. President, do you think the new 
rapprochement between Arafat and Mu- 
barak now opens the way as a breakthrough 
for the possibility of your peace plan get- 
ting moving and Hussein taking part? 

The President. Well, Helen, I’m always a 
little leery about saying a breakthrough, but 
I do think this: We are optimistic about this 
because if you look at the relationship there 
and the two countries—or the two peoples 
that were involved, Mubarak is the head of 
state of the one country in the Arab world 
that has gone forward and has a peace 
treaty with Israel. We’re hopeful that the 
peace process will bring about more Arab 
nations making their peace with Israel. 

Obviously, a part of that process depends 
on a fair and just settlement of the Palestin- 
ian question. And Arafat has, in the past, 
has been one who has refused to recognize 
Isracl’s right to exist as a nation. But the 
fact that earlier, and before this split in the 
PLO ranks, he had begun to discuss with 
King Hussein negotiations and participating 
in those negotiations on behalf of the Pales- 
tinians—then that broke down with the 
split in the Palestinian movement. 

Now I think that what President Mubarak 
is doing is talking to him about returning to 
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where he was earlier, making contact with 
King Hussein, and getting those peace ne- 
gotiations, our peace proposal, underway 
again. 

4 Do you think there’s a good chance? 

The President. Yes, I do. I really do, be- 
cause we had believed that a settlement in 
Lebanon had to precede going further with 
that. I don’t think that’s necessarily true 
now. I think enough progress has been 
made there that we can go forward with 
the peace movement. 

Q. May I follow up, Mr. President? Israel 
has denounced the talks between Arafat 
and President Mubarak, saying it was a 
pure violation of the Camp David agree- 
ments. Would you respond to that? 

The President. Well, I don’t think it was a 
violation. I can understand their feelings in 
view of the recent tragedy in Jerusalem, 
and the group taking credit for that claimed 
to be a PLO group and all. But at the same 
time, I think as they look at this a little 
more clearly, they will see that Mubarak, 
based on the experience of Egypt and its 
willingness to go forward for peace, is 
simply trying to persuade others to change 
their thinking. 

There was one point not too long before 
the peace treaty with Egypt, in which 
Egypt was as violent in its hostility as per- 
haps today the elements of the PLO are. So, 
who is better able to try and bring in an- 
other person into the peace process than 
someone who has made the change that 
Egypt has made? 

Q. Do you think Mr. Arafat is still a popu- 
lar leader among the Palestinians them- 
selves? 

The President. Well, this is what we need 
to find out. I can’t believe that that radical 
group that, under the influence of the Syr- 
ians, created all this tragedy around Tripoli 
and the innocent people that were killed 
because of the violence of that battle—I 
can’t believe that the milhons of Palestin- 
ians are going to choose that leadership. 
Arms Reductions 

Q. Mr. President, on a slightly different 
subject, you mentioned that due to our 
arms buildup, that brought the Soviets to 
the negotiating table. And now we've had a 
breakdown in the arms talks, and there 
seems to be an increased level of tension. 
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Do you think we are at a confrontation 
state with the Soviets? 

The President. No. 

Q. And what do you see as the chance of 
an arms accord in 1984? 

The President. Well, we’re going to keep 
on with that. And, actually, the Soviets have 
not said no. They said they wouldn’t set a 
date yet for the resumption of these talks. 

Q. On INF they just walked out. 

The President. What? 

Q. On the INF talks they just walked out. 

The President. Yes, but since then there 
have been statements to the fact that they 
just are not ready and that they’re unwill- 
ing at this point to set a date. I believe they 
will be back, and I believe we’re further 
from a confrontation possibility because of 
the deterrent capability of the United States 
and our allies at this point. I think there 
was a far more unstable condition when we 
had let our own strength deteriorate to the 
point that there was a window of vulner- 
ability. 

And I would like to call your attention to 
one thing. There have been 19—prior to 
this, to our talks—there have been 19 ef- 
forts since World War II to engage the 
Soviet Union in talks about arms reduction. 
There has never been any progress made in 
those. The SALT talks, actually, were not 
arms reductions; they were supposed to be 
setting a ceiling on how many more weap- 
ons would be built. And that has not been 
ratified, the SALT II treaty. 

But in these negotiations, even though 
the Soviets were not as forthcoming as we 
would like to have had them be, they still 
did make a couple of offers to reduce the 
number of their weapons. Now, that is the 
first time they have ever done that in any 
negotiations, in all these previous 19 at- 
tempts. And I think that now that they see 
that we are determined to maintain our 
own ability to defend ourselves, and our 
allies with us are included in that, I think 
that they have to see that these negotiations 
are in their interest as well as ours. 

Q. Do you have any signals that they are 
actually planning to come back? Or are you 
just looking at it from your—what you see 
as common sense? 

The President. No. | think the things that 
we have heard. I think that this is, you 
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might say, almost a part of the negotiating 
process. Their whole principal move over 
this last year or so has been an effort to stop 
the deployment of the intermediate-range 
weapons that were asked for by NATO. 
And the fact that we’re going ahead, this, 
maybe, could be tied to that as still, you 
might say, an element of negotiating. But 
we are going to proceed with the installa- 
tion of those weapons. 

Q. And you don’t think it’s 3 minutes to 
12, the doomsday clock? The scientists seem 
to think so. 

The President. Well—— 

Q. And they think it’s a more dangerous 
world now. 

The President. Well, maybe the scientists 
know more about science. And from the 
standpoint of the power of the weapons, 
yes, they are more powerful; they are more 
destructive on both sides than they were 
before. And maybe looking at it from a sci- 
entist’s viewpoint, that moves up their 
doomsday clock. But they’re not involved in 
the diplomatic and political end of this as 
we are. 

Q. But, sir, you only have 3—really, 3 
minutes now to make a decision on war and 
peace according to the nuclear scientists. 
There would be 3 minutes on each side. 

The President. Well, now, Helen, in the 
Bible weren’t we told that a long period of 
time was only a moment or even a second 
to God? I don’t know what their 3 minutes 
refers to. I know it doesn’t refer to 3 min- 
utes—— 

Q. You think it would be a lot longer for 
you to decide? 

The ident. Well, I'm wondering. On 
their doomsday clock, each minute on that 
clock—is that weeks? Is that months? Is that 
years? They’ve never said what it is. But, 
no, I believe that actually—and I can under- 
stand their feeling—all that they hear and, 
forgive me, but a lot of the editorial content 
is that, “Oh, there are great tensions.” 
There has been, let’s say, more heat in rhet- 
oric. There has not been more heat in the 
actual relationship. At the time that the 
rhetoric was being used from both sides, 
our negotiators were sitting there at the 
table negotiating. 

Q. Mr. President, can I come back on the 
prospects of these talks, these arms talks? 
There’s a lot of concern, especially in 


Europe, that with the lack of dialog be- 
tween West and the East, especially as the 
U.S. is entering an election year—if you run 
for reelection—that the Soviets are not 
likely to help you. How do you see the pros- 
pects for some kind of an agreement before 
the elections? 

The President. Well, 1 would hope that 
the Soviet Union would remember their 
failure in trying to influence the German 
election and decide not to go down that 
road again. But as far as I am concerned, 
whoever our candidate may be, | don’t 
think any decisions on a subject of this kind 
should be made on our part, on our side, on 
the basis of—as I said the other night—po- 
litical considerations. 

We are going to continue to do every- 
thing we can to resume and achieve arms 
reductions, as sizable as we can make them, 
and ultimately I would hope total elimina- 
tion of nuclear weapons. They have no real 
place in a civilized world. The goal is peace. 
And I’ve been a little disturbed by the 
tendency of so many in this country who 
seem to feel that somehow we’re at fault, 
when they are the ones who left the table 
without setting a date for return. 

Q. So you’re not going to make any pro- 
posal before—— 

The President. Oh, we’re in communica- 
tion. We haven’t broken off communica- 
tions. We’re not, as we’ve been portrayed, 
that the two superpowers are here separat- 
ed with no contact at all. No, we’re in com- 
munication with them. And we want to 
continue these policies that would lead 
toward reduction of arms and that would 
lead toward peace. 

I am prepared to say if the Soviet Gov- 
ernment wants peace, there will be no war, 
because I know for a fact that no other 
country wants war with the Soviet Union. 
The ball is really in their court. If they want 
peace, they can have it. 

Q. And isn’t that, though, what’s kept the 
peace, this mutual terror? 

The President. | think the deterrent capa- 
bility, yes. See, we have a weapon here in 
the world today, the nuclear weapon, that 
for the first time in the history of all man’s 
weapons has never resulted in a defensive 
weapon being created against it. The only 
thing we have is deterrence. The only thing 
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we have is the knowledge that on both 
sides the punishment would be more than 
any nation could afford. If they started it, 
they would have to be prepared to accept 
virtually as much punishment as they were 
administering. And this has kept the peace. 

I've had some meetings with young 
people who brought this very subject up, 
and they’re greatly concerned. And I’ve 
asked them a question, and I must say they 
come up with a pretty sound answer. I’ve 
said, “We’re the only ones that have ever 
used a nuclear weapon—in Japan in World 
War II. Would we have used that weapon if 
we knew they also had that weapon and 
could use it back against us?” And without 
fail, every group I’ve ever said this to has 
decided that, no, we would never have used 
the weapon. 

Q. So that’s the real deterrent to war. 

The President. Yes, yes. 


Central America 


Q. Mr. President, in Central America re- 
cently there have been some apparently 
conciliatory gestures from Nicaragua. Do 
you think these are sincere moves, or are 
they propaganda ploys, and do you intend 
any response to them? 

The President. \ think that there is more 
they can do than they’ve done. I think the 
situation with them right now is covered by 
the words of Demosthenes in the Athenian 
marketplace 2,000 years ago when he said, 
“What man would let another man’s words, 
rather then his deeds, tell him who is at 
peace and who is at war with him?” 

Q. So you don’t think too much of these 
gestures then? 

The President. No, we've made it plain. 
There, again, there’s been contact. And 
Ambassador Stone has made it plain to 
them that all they have to do is reinstitute 
the principles of their own revolution—the 
things that they promised the people they 
were going to bring about if their revolu- 
tion succeeded. And they have not done 
that. They betrayed their own revolution 
and created a totalitarian state. 

Q. Well, if you turn Demosthenes around, 
might the people in Managua not say, “We 
want to see some deeds from the United 
States.” 

The President. Well, what hostile deeds 
have they seen? 
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Q. Well, they think of Grenada, for one. 
Maybe we think—maybe you think it was a 
very benign—— 

The President. Well, | think—— 

Q. Rebel forces preparing to invade—— 

The President. But those rebel forces are 
part of their own original revolution—the 
people that, once they succeeded, were 
ousted because they wanted to institute the 
democratic policies. 

Q. But they’re being armed by us. 

The President. Well, we set out after the 
revolution succeeded—and prior to my ad- 
ministration, the previous administration 
immediately started to come to the finan- 
cial aid, economic aid, to the Sandinista 
government until it found out that the San- 
dinista government was not keeping the 
promise of its revolution. And the aid was 
withdrawn. 

Now, to invoke Grenada, here again I 
think the words of the Grenadian people 
themselves, the Governor General, the 
people of Grenada, our own people who 
were there and were rescued have revealed 
this was not an invasion. This was some- 
thing in the nature of a commando oper- 
ation, and it was a rescue mission. And the 
people of Grenada have made it very plain 
that they feel they, too, were rescued. And 
the fact that we have withdrawn our 
combat troops so precipitously, that some of 
the Grenadians are a little alarmed—that 
they don’t think we should have left yet. 


Pentagon Report on U.S. Marines’ Security 
in Lebanon 


Q. Mr. President, have you seen the Pen- 
tagon report yet, or do you know anything 
about it? It’s so critical of -—— 

The President. It has finally been deliv- 
ered over here. It hasn’t reached me as yet. 

Q. Right. You have not been briefed—— 

The President. No. 

Q. ——at all on it? 

The President. No. 

Q. It sounds devastating. 

The President. Well, I'm not going to 
comment until I see it. 

Q. Do you have any—you don’t really 
have any idea what’s in it? 

The President. No more than I read in 
the papers. 
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Q. Do you think that a lot of people are 
going to suffer from it? 

The President. 1 just—Helen, I just can’t 
comment until I see it. 

Q. We’ve all heard that it in some way 
criticizes everyone in the chain of com- 
mand. Do you philosophically, or in any 
way, feel that that chain of command is— 
you're at the top of it in this case—and you 
bear some of that responsibility? 

The President. Well, there’s no way to 
discount responsibility. As Commander in 
Chief, the operation could not have gone 
forward without my approval. And so, in 
that sense, I think the investigation was 
being very thorough. Yes, there would have 
been no mission without my decision to go 
forward with it. 


The Middle East 


Q. Mr. President, in Lebanon, President 
Pertini of Italy today called for a withdraw- 
al of the Italian contingent of the multina- 
tional force. Apparently there have been 15 
countries who were asked to join that force 
and who have refused. Are you not con- 
cerned that the United States, by siding 
with Israel, is going to end up alone in Leb- 
anon? 

The President. No. 1 think that there was 
a not completely thorough statement of our 
meeting with Prime Minister Shamir. It was 
portrayed, and many people saw it, as 
somehow arriving at some new coalition 
with them, and even the word “conspiracy” 
was used by some in there. But, no, there 
was a reaffirmation by us of what our rela- 
tionship with Israel has been since 1948. 
And we discussed this not from any stand- 
point of Israel and its relationship with Arab 
countries, in the sense of taking their part 
in anything of that kind. We’re dedicated to 
the idea of trying, if we can, to act as a 
friend to both the Arab States and Israel in 
settling those longtime disputes and bring- 
ing about the kind of peace that we find 
between Egypt and Israel now. 

Q. Do you think a U.N. force would be 
better in there? 

The President. | would have wished from 
the very first for a U.N. force. But what has 
prevented it? The Soviet Union veto. If you 
look at the UNIFIL force that is presently 
in the south of Lebanon, it is so bound by 
restrictions that were imposed in order to 


get the Soviet Union vote that it literally is 
helpless to do anything. It isn’t that these 
people are ineffective or that they aren’t 
capable, they are restricted. 

Q. So then they couldn’t possibly be re- 
placed? 

The President. Well, 1 could still hope 
that the Soviet Union now would recognize 
the value of having a U.N. force in there. 
And as I say, we would have preferred this 
from the very first, but it was something 
that couldn’t be obtained. 

Where was I on—— 

Q. I was asking, aren’t you concerned of 
the growing reluctance of your allies to 
assume part of the burden in Lebanon? 

The President. Well, we have been in 
communication. And I think that they un- 
derstand better now, because we were just 
as forthright in talking to Prime Minister 
Shamir about our intentions in our dealings 
with the Arab States and the things that we 
were going to do in linkage with them. All 
of this aimed at being able—if a mediator 
can be of use in that peace process that we 
proposed—to ensure a fair solution to the 
problems. We have no plan that we're 
going to impose. That would be wrong of us 
to go in and say, “Here is the peace plan.” 
It must be negotiated out. On one side 
there is territory, on the other side there 
could be assurances of security. And some- 
place there has to be a balance in there in 
which one is traded for the other. 

But that is up to them to negotiate. And I 
think our meeting with the Foreign Minis- 
ter of Egypt, my own personal communica- 
tion with President Mubarak, other commu- 
nications that we have made straightening 
out what the situation was and what our 
relationship with Israel is and what we want 
in a relationship with them. And I don’t 
think—I think there was some discomfort at 
first; I don’t think so any more. 

Mr. Gergen. Excuse me. You have a 3 
o'clock meeting. Make this the last question. 

Q. But is there any concern that 15 other 
allied nations are asked to join this force 
and have backed out, or—— 

The President. Ah, but you’re going back. 
Remember when—I think this was back 
when we were putting it together, we were 
trying to get forces that would join in it. 
Well, now, there could be a number of rea- 
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sons why a nation wouldn’t. There could be 
the very fact of cost to some nations. And 
remember, this recession has been world- 
wide. 

So, whatever their reasons were—but this 
was back when we were trying to put the 
multinational force together. And I think 
the very fact that the United Kingdom, that 
Italy, France, and the United States were 
able to provide what we thought was an 
adequate force for the purpose we had in 
mind—— 

Ambassador Jeane J. Kirkpatrick 


Q. We've got four true-and-false ques- 
tions. Is Jeane Kirkpatrick leaving? [Laugh- 
ter] Yes or no? 

The President. No. Jeane came in as she 
has every year. 


Possibility of U.S.-U.S.S.R. Summit 


Q. Will you go for a summit? 

The President. What? 

Q. Will you go for a summit if the Soviets 
propose it? 

The President. Well, I've always been 
willing to go if there is a possibility of ac- 
complishing something. 


Goals for 1984 


Q. And what do you want to happen next 
year? 

The President. 1 want the recovery to 
continue. I want us to.achieve more control 
over spending. And therefore, I would hope 
that the press would reveal to the people of 
this country how valuable line-item—— 

Q. Veto. [Laughter] 

The President. ——line-item veto could 
be in the helping to get control over ex- 
travagance. 

Q. We'll tell them. 

The President. And—— 

Q. It will be in your budget proposal 
then? 

The President. And I would hope that we 
would be far more advanced toward peace 
and toward a reduction of nuclear weapons. 

Q. And a new tax? 

The President. What? 

Q. A new tax? 

The President. 1 would hope that that 
wouldn't be necessary. 

Reporters. Thank you. 
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Note: The interview began at 2:37 p.m. in 
the Oval Office at the White House. It was 
conducted by Helen Thomas, United Press 
International, James R. Gerstenzang, Associ- 
ated Press, Michael Gelb, Reuters, and 
Pierre Rousselin, Agence France-Presse. 
David R. Gergen, Assistant to the President 
for Communications, signaled the end of 
the interview. The transcript of the inter- 
view was released by the Office of the Press 
Secretary on December 24. 


Christmas, 1983 





Radio Address to the Nation. 
December 24, 1983 





My fellow Americans: 

Like so many of your homes, the White 
House is brimming with greens, colorful 
decorations, and a tree trimmed and ready 
for Christmas day. And when Nancy and I 
look out from our upstairs windows, we can 
see the National Christmas Tree standing in 
majestic beauty. Its lights fill the air with a 
spirit of love, hope, and joy from the heart 
of America. 

I shared that spirit recently when a 
young girl named Amy Benham helped me 
light our national tree. Amy had said that 
the tree that lights up our country must be 
seen all the way to heaven. And she said 
that her wish was to help me turn on its 
lights. Well, Amy’s wish came true. But the 
greatest gift was mine, because I saw her 
eyes light up with hope and joy just as 
brightly as the lights on our national tree. 
And I’m sure they were both seen all the 
way to heaven, and they made the angels 
sing. 

Christmas is a time for children, and 
rightly so. We celebrate the birthday of the 
Prince of Peace who came as a babe in a 
manger. Some celebrate Christmas as the 
birthday of a great teacher and philosopher. 
But to other millions of us, Jesus is much 
more. He is divine, living assurance that 
God so loved the world He gave us His only 
begotten Son so that by believing in Him 
and learning to love each other we could 
one day be together in paradise. 
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It’s been said that all the kings who ever 
reigned, that all the parliaments that ever 
sat have not done as much to advance the 
cause of peace on Earth and good will to 
men as the man from Galilee, Jesus of Naza- 
reth. 

Christmas is also a time to remember the 
treasures of our own history. We remember 
one Christmas in particular, 1776, our first 
year as a nation. The Revolutionary War 
had been going badly. But George Washing- 
ton’s faith, courage, and leadership would 
turn the tide of history our way. On Christ- 
mas night he led a band of ragged soldiers 
across the Delaware River through driving 
snow to a victory that saved the cause of 
independence. It’s said that their route of 
march was stained by bloody footprints, but 
their spirit never faltered and their will 
could not be crushed. 

The image of George Washington kneel- 
ing in prayer in the snow is one of the most 
famous in American history. He personified 
a people who knew it was not enough to 
depend on their own courage and goodness; 
they must also seek help from God, their 
Father and Preserver. 

In a few hours, families and friends across 
America will join together in caroling par- 
ties and Christmas Eve services. Together, 
we'll renew that spirit of faith, peace, and 
giving which has always marked the charac- 
ter of our people. In our moments of quiet 
reflection I know we will remember our 
fellow citizens who may be lonely and in 
need tonight. 

“Is the Christmas spirit still alive?” some 
ask. Well, you bet it is. Being Americans, 
we open our hearts to neighbors less fortu- 
nate. We try to protect them from hunger 
and cold. And we reach out in so many 
ways—from toys-for-tots drives across the 
country, to good will by the Salvation 
Army, to American Red Cross efforts which 
provide food, shelter, and Christmas cheer 
from Atlanta to Seattle. 

Churches are so generous it’s impossible 
to keep track. One example: Reverend Bill 
Singles’ Presbyterian Meeting House in 
nearby Alexandria, Virginia, is simulta- 
neously sponsoring hot meals on wheels 
programs, making and delivering hundreds 
of sandwiches and box loads of clothes, 
while visiting local hospitals and sending 


postcards to shut-ins and religious dissidents 
abroad. 

Let us remember the families who main- 
tain a watch for their missing in action. 
And, yes, let us remember all those who are 
persecuted inside the Soviet bloc—not be- 
cause they commit a crime, but because 
they love God in their hearts and want the 
freedom to celebrate Hanukkah or worship 
the Christ Child. 

And because faith for us is not an empty 
word, we invoke the power of prayer to 
spread the spirit of peace. We ask protec- 
tion for our soldiers who are guarding 
peace tonight—from frigid outposts in 
Alaska and the Korean demilitarized zone 
to the shores of Lebanon. One Lebanese 
mother told us that her little girl had only 
attended school 2 of the last 8 years. Now, 
she said, because of our presence there her 
daughter can live a normal life. 

With patience and firmness we can help 
bring peace to that strife-torn region and 
make our own lives more secure. The 
Christmas spirit of peace, hope, and love is 
the spirit Americans carry with them all 
year round, everywhere we go. As long as 
we do, we need never be afraid, because 
trusting in God is the one sure answer to all 
the problems we face. 

Till next week, thanks for listening, God 
bless you, and Merry Christmas. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:06 p.m. 
from the Oval Office at the White House. 


Pentagon Report on the Security of 
U.S. Marines in Lebanon 





Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session With Reporters. 
December 27, 1983 





The President. Good morning. 

I received the report of the Long com- 
mission last Friday and have reviewed it 
thoroughly. The report draws a conclusion 
that the United States and its military insti- 
tutions are by tradition and training inad- 
equately equipped to deal with the funda- 
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mentally new phenomenon of state-support- 
ed terrorism. I wholeheartedly agree. 

The thrust of the history of this country is 
that we’ve recognized a clear distinction 
between being at peace with other states 
and being at war. We have never before 
faced a situation in which others routinely 
sponsor and facilitate acts of violence 
against us while hiding behind proxies and 
surrogates which claim—they claim they do 
not fully control. 

Now, this problem is not unique to Leba- 
non. We’ve seen the ugly manifestation in 
Kuwait, the terrorist bombing in Rangoon, 
the senseless murder of Turkish diplomats, 
the attack on the Pope, the bombing of our 
own Capitol, and on the streets of London. 

In the days ahead we need to systemati- 
cally redevelop our approach to this prob- 
lem, recognizing that the worst outcome of 
all is one in which terrorists succeed in 
transforming an open democracy into a 
closed fortress. Now, one fact, though, is 
already obvious: The problem of terrorism 
will not disappear if we run from it. This is 
not to say that we’re not working as urgent- 
ly as possible to create political conditions 


in Lebanon that will make it possible for us 


to remove our forces. But we must not 
delude ourselves into believing that terror- 
ism will vanish on the happy day that our 
forces come home. 

For terrorists to be curbed, civilized 
countries must begin a new effort to work 
together, to share intelligence, to improve 
our training and security and our forces, to 
deny havens or legal protection for terrorist 
groups and, most important of all, to hold 
increasingly accountable those countries 
which sponsor terrorism and terrorist activi- 
ty around the world. 

The United States intends to be in the 
forefront of this effort. For the near term, 
corrective action is being urgently taken to 
ensure the maximum possible security of 
our forces. Nearly all the measures that 
were identified by the distinguished mem- 
bers of the Commission have already imple- 
mented—or have already been implement- 
ed, I should say—and those that have not 
will be very quickly. 

The Commission report also notes that 
the mission of the marines is extremely dif- 
ficult, and with this, too, there can be no 
dispute. We recognized the fact at the be- 
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ginning, and we're painfully mindful of it 
today. But the point is that our forces have 
already contributed to achievements that 
lay the foundation for a future peace, the 
restoration of a central government, and 
the establishment of an effective national 
Lebanese army. We do not expect Utopia, 
but I believe that we’re on the verge of 
new progress toward national reconciliation 
and the withdrawal of foreign forces. 

And let me finally say that I have soberly 
considered the Commission’s word about 
accountability and responsibility of authori- 
ties up and down the chain of command. 
And everywhere more should be done to 
anticipate and prepare for dramatic terror- 
ist assaults. We have to come to grips with 
the fact that today’s terrorists are better 
armed and financed, they are more sophisti- 
cated, they are possessed by a fanatical in- 
tensity that individuals of a democratic soci- 
ety can only barely comprehend. 

I do not believe, therefore, that the local 
commanders on the ground, men who have 
already suffered quite enough, should be 
punished for not fully comprehending the 
nature of today’s terrorist threat. If there is 
to be blame, it properly rests here in this 
Office and with this President. And I accept 
responsibility for the bad as well as the 
good. 

In this holiday season, our minds are 
drawn more than ever to the Middle East. 
And while the violence of this region has 
been the cause of much of our anguish— 
certainly over the recent years—it is also 
worth recalling that the three great reli- 
gions of the modern world have their roots 
in this ancient and austere soil. 

From this paradox, we can take hope. 
And I intend to bend every effort to ensure 
that those who died in this tragedy can 
claim as their ultimate legacy the mantle of 
peacemaker over this troubled and vital 
land. 

Q. Mr. President, there have been—it’s 
understood that you’ve been very con- 
cerned that these two reports might indi- 
cate that these men did die in vain. Do you 
have that fear or concern? 

The President. No. I've been concerned 
that sometimes, in some of the debate and 
some of the political discussion about this, 
that an effort will be made to create this. 
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And I think it would be tragic for the fami- 
lies who have lost a loved one if this comes 
about, because it hasn’t been in vain. The 
cause was worthwhile, or four major nations 
would not have engaged in trying to find a 
solution. 

Q. And so you intend to stay in Lebanon 
to see this through? 

The President. We are reviewing all the 
facets of this—the locale, everything else— 
and going to intensively look at all the alter- 
natives there might be. But I do believe 
that, yes, that while there’s hope for peace 
we have to remain. 

Q. Mr. President, you suggest in your 
statement that some sort of international 
commission be established to combat terror- 
ism on an international front. Is that what 
you're saying here? 

The President. No. | was talking about 
nations, themselves, recognizing that this 
terrorism isn’t just some fanatical individual 
who gets an idea and goes out on his own. 
There is evidence enough—even if you 
couldn’t go into court with it—that it has at 
least a kind of tacit encouragement from 
various political groups, and even from 
some states. 

We have to recognize that. And then I 
believe rather than an international com- 
mission, I think that a much better ex- 
change of intelligence information, every- 
thing of that kind that we can get. 

The terrorist activities have multiplied, as 
the report shows, to three or four times as 
many incidents around the world as there 
were in 1968. And, incidentally, 53 percent 
of those have been aimed at American—at 
United States’ targets. 

Q. Sir, if I may ask just one follow-up. You 
say in your statement we should expect 
more terrorism. And the impression that I 
get—and, perhaps, the American people 
may get—is that government knows a lot 
more than it’s saying about what we could 
expect. I mean is there, again, any definite 
plan that you’ve discovered which may lead 
to, perhaps, more terrorism in this country? 

The President. Well, we just know that 


these various groups have threatened. Well, 
and many times you, yourselves, in the 


press, have carried these threats where 
they’ve made them public, that they are 
going to continue these activities and step 
them up. 


Q. Mr. President, if there’s no change in 
the situation, is there a time when you 
would want to bring the troops home? 

Mr. Speakes. Let’s make this the last 
question, please. 

The President. Well, he also had his hand 
up. 

Mr. Speakes. Oh, all right—— 

Q. Right. 

Mr. Speakes. ——and then the last one. 

The President. I was caught there be- 
tween two. 

Let me just say that I got into trouble a 
little while ago from trying to answer a hy- 
pothetical question with a hypothetical 
answer. And various interpretations were 
placed on it. 

We are making every effort, and stepping 
up our diplomatic efforts, to bring about 
what I think must be the answer—not a 
military, but a political solution there. And 
we're going to, as I say, step those up and 
continue doing everything we can to bring 
that about. 

There is reason to believe that the pres- 
ence of the multinational force has made 
some progress. We have, now, an agree- 
ment between Lebanon and Israel which 
has Israel’s agreement to withdraw. I don’t 
believe that it’s impossible to have a similar 
kind of agreement with Syria, which would 
recognize some of Syria’s interests. And we 
know that at Geneva there was a kind of 
tacit recognition that the present govern- 
ment of Lebanon was the government of 
Lebanon. 

Q. Mr. President, do you welcome Jesse 
Jackson’s trip to Syria to try and win the 
release of Lieutenant Goodman? 

The President. Well, I would like to have 
some better understanding of what is con- 
templated there, because sometimes efforts 
of this kind can be counterproductive. 

W- are doing everything we can, and 
working as completely as we can, diplomati- 
cally, to bring about his release. And it’s 
possible that, sometimes, someone with the 
best of intentions could change the balance 
unfavorably. 

Q. He’s going to call you. Are you going 
to take his call? 

The President. Why, certainly. I wouldn't 
have any reason not to. 

Mr. Speakes. Thank you, Mr. President. 
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Reporters. Thank you. 

The President. All right. 

Well, I hope you all had a merry Christ- 
mas. And happy New Year. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:16 a.m. in the 
Briefing Room at the White House. The re- 
port was prepared by a commission headed 
by retired Adm. Robert L. J. Long. 


The question-and-answer session was 
ended by Larry Speakes, Principal Deputy 
Press Secretary to the President. 


Soviet Invasion of Afghanistan 





Statement on the Fourth Anniversary of the 
Invasion. December 27, 1983 





While Americans are thankful for the 
blessing of peace at home this holiday 
season, we do not forget that the tragic war 
in Afghanistan continues. For 4 long years 
the Soviet Union has occupied that un- 


happy land. But for 4 long years the brave 
Afghan people have held the might of a 
Soviet occupation force at bay. These Is- 
lamic fighters in a faraway land have given 
new meaning to the words “courage,” “de- 
termination,” and “strength.” They have set 
the standard for those who value freedom 
and independence everywhere in the 
world. 

Afghanistan’s freedom fighters—the resist- 
ance or mujahidin—represent an_indig- 
enous movement that swept through their 
mountainous land to challenge a foreign 
military power threatening their religion 
and their very way of life. With little in the 
way of arms or organization, the vast major- 
ity of the Afghan people have demonstrated 
that they will not be dominated and that 
they are prepared to give their lives for 
independence and freedom. The price they 
have so willingly paid is incalculable. 

While we will continue to do our part to 
maintain and improve the U-S.-Soviet 
dialog, we cannot remain silent on the trag- 
edy of Afghanistan. There should be no mis- 
understanding that the Soviet occupation of 
Afghanistan has created serious internation- 
al tensions. It is not only the Afghan them- 


1748 


selves who oppose the Soviet occupation of 
their country but virtually the entire world 
community. This has been demonstrated 
time and again in five consecutive votes of 
the United Nations General Assembly, 
when resounding majorities of the world’s 
nations called upon the Soviet Union to end 
its occupation and restore the independ- 
ence and nonaligned status of Afghanistan. 
In fact the most recent U.N. resolution was 
adopted on November 23 by the largest 
vote yet: 116 to 20. 

Early this year, I had the privilege of re- 
ceiving in my office a group of six Afghan 
freedom fighters. I was moved by their 
simple dignity and pride and their determi- 
nation to continue their struggle for 
independence. These brave individuals 
have returned to the fight. 

The struggle for a free Afghanistan con- 
tinues. This is not because of any outside 
manipulation, but because of the Afghan 
people’s own desire to be free. And their 
struggle will continue until a negotiated po- 
litical settlement can be found to allow the 
Afghan people to determine their own des- 
tiny. 

Our goal is to do everything we can to 
help bring about a peaceful solution which 
removes the Soviet forces from Afghanistan, 
ends the agony and destruction of the 
Afghan nation, and restores that country’s 
independence and nonalignment. Clearly, a 
neutral and nonaligned Afghanistan would 
not be a threat to its huge Soviet neighbor. 

Thus, we mark the fourth anniversary of 
the Soviet invasion with sadness and contin- 
ued indignation. But we are convinced that 
a settlement is possible, and we are glad 
that consultations in the U.N. process of in- 
direct talks will go on. We call upon the 
Soviet Union to reach a settlement of the 
crisis which restores the freedom, 
independence, and nonalignment of Af- 
ghanistan. 

Let all of us who live in lands of freedom, 
along with those who dream of doing so, 
take inspiration from the spirit and courage 
of the Afghan patriots. Let us resolve that 
their quest for freedom will prevail, and 
that Afghanistan will become, once again, 
an independent member of the family of 
nations. 
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Interstate Commerce Commission 





Nomination of Reese H. Taylor, Jr., To Be a 
Member, and Redesignation as Chairman. 
December 27, 1983 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Reese H. Taylor, Jr., to be 
a member of the Interstate Commerce 
Commission for a term expiring December 
31, 1985. This is a reappointment. The 
President also intends to redesignate him 
Chairman upon appointment. 

Mr. Taylor has been a member and 
Chairman of the Interstate Commerce 
Commission since 1981. In 1971 Mr. Taylor 
became a partner in the law firm of Laxalt, 
Berry & Allison of Carson City, Nev. In 
1978 the firm was reorganized and incor- 
porated as Allison, Brunetti, MacKenzie & 
Taylor, Ltd. His work with the firm consist- 
ed primarily of an administrative law prac- 
tice, with particular emphasis on regulatory 
matters pertaining to public utilities and 
transportation companies. 

In 1967-1971, he was chairman of the 
Public Service Commission of Nevada and 
in 1967-1969 was also vice chairman of the 
Nevada Tax Commission. In 1967-1971, he 
was also a member of the Governor’s cabi- 
net and his Civil Defense Advisory Council. 
Previously he was associated with law firms 
in Las Vegas, Nev., and Los Angeles, Calif. 

Mr. Taylor was graduated from Stanford 
University (1949) and Cornell Law School 
(1952). He is married and has three chil- 
dren. He was born in Los Angeles, Calif., on 
May 6, 1928. 


Drunk and Drugged Driving 





Memorandum From the President. 
December 28, 1983 





Memorandum for All Federal Employees 
Subject: Drunk and Drugged Driving 

As we bring this year to a close in holiday 
celebration, I want to call to your attention 
the serious problem of drunk and drugged 
driving. It is one of the leading causes of 
violent death in our Nation. 


Each year we lose over 25,000 lives, 
injure over 700,000 Americans and suffer 
billions of dollars in economic costs due to 
this problem. Five hundred Americans die 
each week—71 each day—that’s one Ameri- 
can death every 20 minutes. Every one of 
these casualties is someone’s son or daugh- 
ter, husband, or wife, mother, father, or 
friend. 

Communities nationwide have responded 
to this menace by organizing such groups as 
Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD) 
and Remove Intoxicated Drivers (RID). 
Task forces in many cities and States are 
working to solve this problem. Private 
sector programs alerting employees to the 
drunk and drugged driving problem are 
multiplying. Legislators, spurred by con- 
cerned citizens, are making changes in laws 
to reduce the loss of life and injury caused 
by drunk and drugged driving. 

We as Federal employees have an impor- 
tant role to play in removing the drunk and 
drugged drivers from our roads. Your 
heightened awareness, coupled with your 
continued commitment to halt this needless 
death and destruction, can make a differ- 
ence, particularly during the holiday season. 

I hope your resolutions for the New Year 
will include not mixing alcohol or drugs 
with driving, driving defensively at all 
times, and wearing your safety belts regu- 
larly—your best defense against the drunk 
and drugged driver. 

Together we can make this holiday 
season a truly joyous one and the coming 
year the safest one yet on our roadways. 


Ronald Reagan 


Designation of Caribbean Basin 
Economic Recovery Act Beneficiaries 





Letter to the Speaker of the House and the 
President of the Senate. 
December 29, 1983 





Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
Pursuant to Section 212 of the Caribbean 
Basin Economic Recovery Act (CBERA), I 
wish to inform you of my intent to desig- 
nate the following nine Caribbean Basin 
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countries and entities as beneficiaries of the 
trade-liberalizing measures provided for in 
this Act: Antigua and Barbuda, Belize, the 
British Virgin Islands, E] Salvador, Grenada, 
Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, and Montser- 
rat. Designation will entitle the products of 
said countries, except for products excluded 
statutorily, to duty-free treatment for a 
period beginning on January 1, 1984 and 
ending on September 30, 1995. As benefici- 
aries, these nine also have the oppor‘uniiv 
to become eligible for the convention ©x- 
pense tax deduction under Section 274(h) of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1954, by en- 
tering into an exchange of informaticr: 
agreement with the United States on tex 
matters. 

Designation is an important step for these 
countries in their battle to revitalize and 
rebuild their weakened economies. Desig- 
nation is also significant because it is further 
tangible evidence of the constructive coop- 
eration between the United States and the 
peoples and governments of the Caribbean 
Basin. 

My decision to designate the group of 
nine flows out of discussions held between 
this Administration and potential benefici- 
ary countries and entities regarding the des- 
ignation criteria set forth in Section 212 of 
the CBERA. Our discussions with the nine 
were concluded this month subsequent to 
the designation of eleven countries and en- 
tities on November 30. Discussions are still 
underway with other potential benefici- 
aries, and I will designate additional coun- 
tries as this becomes appropriate. 

The nine countries have demonstrated to 
my satisfaction that their laws, practices and 
policies are in conformity with the designa- 
tion criteria of the CBERA. The govern- 
ments of these countries and entities have 
communicated on these matters by letter 
with Secretary of State Shultz and Ambassa- 
dor Brock and in so doing have indicated 
their desire to be designated as benefici- 
aries (copies of the letters are attached). On 
the basis of the statements and assurances 
in these letters, and taking into account in- 
formation developed by United States Em- 
bassies and through other sources, ! have 
concluded that the objectives oi the Admin- 
istration and the Congress with respect to 
the statutory designation criteria of the 
CBERA have been met. 
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1983 


I am mindful that under Section 213(B\2) 
of the CBERA, I retain the authority to 
suspend or withdraw CBERA benefits from 
any designated beneficiary country if a 
beneficiary’s laws, policies or practices are 
no longer in conformity with the designa- 
tion criteria. The United States will keep 
abreast of developments in the beneficiary 
countries and entities which are pertinent 
to the designation criteria. 

This Administration looks forward to 
working closely with its fellow governments 
in the Caribbean Basin and with the private 
sectors of the United States and the Basin 
countries to ensure that the wide-ranging 
opportunities opened by the CBERA are 
fully utilized. 

Sincerely, 


Ronald Reagan 


Note: This is the text of identical letters 
addressed to Thomas P. O’Neill, Jr., Speaker 
of the House of Representatives, and George 
Bush, President of the Senate. 

The text of the letters was released by the 
Office of the Preis Secretary on December 
30. 


Implementation of the Caribbean Basin 
Economic Recovery Act 





Proclamation 5142. December 29, 1983 





To AMEND PROCLAMATION 5133 IMPLE- 
MENTING THE CARIBBEAN BASIN ECONOM- 
IC RECOVERY ACT 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


1. Section 212 of the Caribbean Basin 
Economic Recovery Act (the Act) (19 U.S.C. 
2702) authorizes the President to designate 
certain countries and territories or successor 
political entities as “beneficiary countries” 
under the Act. In Proclamation 5133 of No- 
vember 30, 1983, I designated several coun- 
tries and territories as “beneficiary coun- 
tries”. I am now adding Antigua and Barbu- 
da, Belize, El Salvador, Grenada, Guatema- 
la, Haiti, Honduras, Montserrat, and the 
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British Virgin Islands to the list of “benefici- 
ary countries”. I have notified the House of 
Representatives and the Senate of my in- 
tentions to designate these countries and 
given the considerations entering into my 
decision. 

2. In order to add these countries to the 
list of beneficiary countries, I am amending 
the Annex to Proclamation 5133. I am also 
making certain technical corrections to the 
Annex to that proclamation. 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, acting 
under the authority vested in me by the 
Constitution and the statutes of the United 
States, including but not limited to Section 
212 of the Act, do proclaim that: 

(1) The list of countries in the Annex to 
Proclamation 5133 of November 30, 1983, 
is hereby amended by adding, in alphabeti- 
cal order, “Antigua and Barbuda”, “Belize”, 
“El Salvador”, “Grenada”, “Guatemala”, 
“Haiti”, “Honduras”, “Montserrat”, and 
“Virgin Islands, British”. 

(2) The references to “the United States 
Committee for the Implementation of Tex- 
tile Agreements” in the Annex to Proclama- 
tion 5133 of November 30, 1983, are cor- 
rected to read “the United States”. 

(3) The reference to TSUS items “748.45- 
478.50” in the Annex to Proclamation 5133 
of November 30, 1983, is corrected to read 
“748.45-748.50”. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-ninth day of Decem- 
ber, in the year of our Lord nineteen hun- 
dred and eighty-three, and of the 
Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and eighth. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:23 a.m., January 3, 1984) 


Note: The text of the proclamation was re- 
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary 
on December 30. 


President’s National Security 
Telecommunications Advisory 
Committee 





Executive Order 12454. 
December 29, 1983 





By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent by the Constitution and statutes of the 
United States of America, and in accord- 
ance with the provisions of the Federal Ad- 
visory Committee Act, as amended (5 
U.S.C. App. I), it is hereby ordered that the 
President’s National Security Telecommuni- 
cations Advisory Committee, established by 
Executive Order No. 12382, is continued 
until September 30, 1985. 


Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
December 29, 1983. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:24 a.m., January 3, 1984] 


Note: The text of the Executive order was 
released by the Office of the Press Secretary 
on December 30. 


President’s Private Sector Survey on 
Cost Control in the Federal 
Government 





Executive Order 12455. 
December 29, 1983 





By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent by the Constitution and laws of the 
United States of America, including the 
Federal Advisory Committee Act, as 
amended (5 U.S.C. App. I), and in order to 
extend the life of the President’s Private 
Sector Survey on Cost Control in the Feder- 
al Government, it is hereby ordered that 
Section 4(b) of Executive Order No. 12369 
of June 30, 1982, as amended, is further 
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amended to read: “The Committee shall 
terminate on January 31, 1984, unless 
sooner extended.”. 


Ronald Reagan 
The White House, 
December 29, 1983. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:25 a.m., January 3, 1984) 


Note: The text of the Executive order was 
released by the Office of the Press Secretary 
on December 30. 


Adjustments of Certain Rates of Pay 
and Allowances 





Executive Order 12456. 
December 30, 1983 





By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent by the Constitution and laws of the 
United States of America, it is hereby or- 
dered as follows: 

Section I. Statutory Pay Systems. Pursu- 
ant to the provisions of subchapter I of 


chapter 53 of title 5 of the United States 
Code, the rates of basic pay and salaries are 
adjusted, as set forth at the schedules at- 
tached hereto and made a part hereof, for 
the following statutory pay systems: 

(a) The General Schedule (5 U.S.C. 
5332(a) at Schedule 1; 

(b) The Foreign Service Schedule (22 
U.S.C. 3963) at Schedule 2; and 

(c) The schedules for the Department of 
Medicine and Surgery, Veterans Adminis- 
tration (38 U.S.C. 4107) at Schedule 3. 

Sec. 2. Senior Executive Service. Pursuant 
to the provisions of section 5382 of title 5 of 
the United States Code, the rates of basic 
pay are adjusted, as set forth at Schedule 4 
attached hereto and made a part hereof, for 
members of the Senior Executive Service. 

Sec. 3. Pay and Allowances for Members 
of the Uniformed Services. Pursuant to the 
provisions of Section 901 of Public Law 98- 
94 (97 Stat. 634), the rates of monthly basic 
pay (37 U.S.C. 203(a)), the rates of basic 
allowances for subsistence (37 U.S.C. 402), 
and the rates of basic allowances for quar- 
ters (37 U.S.C. 405(a)) are adjusted, as set 
forth at Schedule 5 attached hereto and 
made a part hereof, for members of the 
uniformed services. 
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Sec. 4. Executive Salaries. The Executive 
Salary Cost-of-Living Adjustment Act 
(Public Law 94-82, 89 Stat. 419) provides 
for adjustments in rates of pay and salaries 
as set forth at the schedules attached hereto 
and made a part hereof, for the following: 

(a) The Vice President (3 U.S.C. 104) and 
the Executive Schedule (5 U.S.C. 5312- 
5316) at Schedule 6; 

(b) Congressional Salaries (2 U.S.C. 31) at 
Schedule 7; and 

(c) Judicial Salaries (28 U.S.C. 5, 44(d), 
135, 172(b), 252, and 11 U.S.C. 68(a), and 
Sections 401(a), 404(a), 404(b), and 404(d) of 
Public Law 95-598) at Schedule 8. 

Sec. 5. Effective Date. The adjustments in 
rates of monthly basic pay and allowances 
for subsistence and quarters for members of 
the uniformed services, and all other adjust- 
ments of salary or pay, shall be effective on 
the first day of the first applicable pay 
period beginning on or after January 1, 
1984. 

Sec. 6. Executive Order No. 12387 of Oc- 
tober 8, 1982, is superseded. 


Ronald Reagan 
The White House, 
December 30, 1983. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:26 a.m., January 3, 1984] 


Note: The schedules are printed in the Fed- 
eral Register of January 4, 1984. 


New Year’s Eve, 1983 





Radio Address to the Nation. 
December 31, 1983 





My fellow Americans: 

New Year’s Eve is a time for looking back 
on the year past, and in a moment, I want 
to talk about all that 1983 meant to Amer- 
ica. But first I want to mention the topic of 
my radio talk 2 weeks ago—drunk driving. 

A drunk or drugged person at the wheel 
of a car isn’t a driver, that person is a ma- 
chine of destruction. So let’s enjoy all the 
wonderful celebrations that go with New 
Year’s Eve, but, please, when we drive, let’s 
drive sober. 

Nineteen eighty-three was the 207th year 
for our Grand Old Republic. Though the 
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year had its measure of hardship and even 
tragedy, it was a time when we Americans 
acted with courage, self-confidence, and 
vigor. 

We had reason to feel glad. America was 
on the mend. And as our economy regained 
strength, we watched the progress of a 
sparkling recovery—one of the strongest re- 
coveries in 20 years. I said from the begin- 
ning it would take time for our economic 
program to work. You can’t cure 25 years of 
failed economic policies overnight. And, 
yes, we had some hard months at first. But 
1983 saw our patience pay off as our pro- 
gram took hold. 

On this New Year’s Eve, the prime inter- 
est rate is 11 percent, about half of what it 
was when we took office. Inflation for 1983 
is running at only 3.2 percent, about a quar- 
ter’ of what it was just 3 years ago. Housing 
starts are running 60 percent higher than 
on this day last year. 

Nineteen eighty-three saw the stock 
market reach new highs as it pumped vast 
new funds into the economy and raised the 
value of pension funds where millions of 
working Americans have their saviags. 
During 1982, American manufacturers sold 
5.8 million new cars. This year, they’ve sold 
6.7 million. 

As our basic industries and agriculture 
gain new strength, American ingenuity and 
enterprise are creating whole new indus- 
tries—industries like robotics and bioengi- 
neering. Just a few years ago, home com- 
puters were unheard of. By the end of 
1982, American companies had sold some 
2% million home computers. This year, the 
figure is expected to climb to 7% million. 

This is one of the seasons when we 
Americans fly the most, to visit family and 
friends, because there’s nothing like being 
home for the holidays. Well, the deregula- 
tion of the airline industry has increased 
competition and helped push fares down. 
And deregulation of banking is helping mil- 
lions. 

In 1983, for the first time, everyday 
savers and small businesses received 
marked interest rates, earning 3% billion 
dollars in additional income. The best news 
of all: On New Year’s Eve 1982, 100.8 mil- 
lion Americans had jobs. But today, the 
figure has climbed by 3.6 million, an all- 
time high for our nation. 


All this means that in 1983 it was easier 
to pay bills, put children through college, 
buy homes, or borrow the money to start a 
new business than it had been in many 
years. Once again, the American economy 
has begun to reward fresh ideas and good, 
hard work. 

Just as 1983 saw our economy recovering, 
it saw a new sense of purpose in our Armed 
Forces and Foreign Policy. In the military, 
morale has soared. Some pundits used to 
claim we could only attract recruits when 
our economy was weak. But now, even with 
a strong economy and growing opportuni- 
ties in civilian life, our Armed Forces are 
attracting more and better qualified re- 
cruits than ever. There’s one statistic that 
shows just how dramatic the turnaround has 
been. If 1979 Air Force retention rates had 
continued, three out of four pilots would 
have left the service after their first tours. 
In 1983, better than three out of four 
stayed in. 

Morale has improved partly because 
we’ve given our men and women in uni- 
form better pay and better equipment. But 
I just have to believe the courage of our 
soldiers and marines in Lebanon and Gre- 
nada has a lot to do with it. And, as we 
celebrate the New Year, I wonder whether 
you would all join Nancy and me in setting 
aside a moment to remember those who, in 
1983, gave their lives in the cause of free- 
dom and to pray for those brave young men 
spending this day so far from home. 

In foreign policy, this year we’ve given 
firm support to democratic leadership in 
Central America. In Crenada we set a 
nation free. In Asia, our trip to Japan and 
Korea further strengthened our partnership 
with those nations. In Europe, 1983 saw the 
NATO Alliance pass through harsh trials, 
but the Alliance has emerged more firmly 
united than ever—more ardent in the cause 
of freedom and peace, more dedicated to 
the paths of deterrence and dialog. 

In Lebanon, the road to peace has proven 
long and hard, but there has been progress 
that would have been impossible without 
our marines and the other troops in the 
multinational peacekeeping force. Repre- 
sentatives of all Lebanese factions agreed in 
Geneva to recognize the government of 
President Amin Gemayel. And telks have 
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begun that will broaden the government’s 
base. It isn’t easy. Progress is painfully slow, 
but progress is being made. 

Nineteen eighty-three was a good year 
for America. If all of us keep pulling togeth- 
er, we can make 1984 even better. Happy 
New Year and, until next week, thanks for 
listening, and God bless you all. 


Note: The President recorded his address on 
December 28 at the Century Plaza Hotel in 
Los Angeles, Calif., for broadcast on Satur- 
day, December 31. 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 





December 25 

The President and Mrs. Reagan spent 
Christmas at the White House with mem- 
bers of their family and friends. 


December 27 

The President and Mrs. Reagan left the 
White House for a trip to Los Angeles, 
Calif. While in Los Angeles, they stayed at 
the Century Plaza Hotel. 


December 29 

The President and Mrs. Reagan left Los 
Angeles and traveled to the home of Walter 
and Leonore Annenberg in Palm Springs, 
Calif, where they stayed through New 
Year’s Day. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





Note: No nominations were submitted to 
the Senate during the period covered by 
this issue. 





Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





Note: All releases of the Office of the Press 
Secretary issued during the period covered 
by this issue have been included in the 


issue. 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





Note: The President completed his consider- 
ation of acts and joint resolutions passed 
during the first session of the 98th Congress 
on December 9. 
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Dominican Republic, trade with U.S.—1628, 1630 
Doolittle educational fellowship. See Jimmy Doo- 
little Educational Fellowship 
Drug Abuse Education Week, National—1509, 
1510 
Drug Abuse Policy, Office of. See Policy Develop- 
ment, Office of 
Drug Enforcement Administration. See Justice, 
Department of 
Drug-Free Youth, National Federatian of Parents 
for—915 
Drugs and narcotics 
Abuse and trafficking. See Law enforcement 
and crime 
Administration policies—1475 
Orphan drugs—8, 915 


National Conference on 


See Walt Disney’s 





Drunk Driving, Presidential Commission on—1, 
502, 1685, 1686, 1707 

Drunk and drugged driving. See Motor vehicles 

Drunk and Drugged Driving Awareness Week, 
National—1685, 1687 


“E” and “E Star” Awards, President’s—766, 799 

EPCOT Center. See Walt Disney’s OT 
Center 

EURATOM. See European Atomic Energy Com- 


munity 

Eagles. See Republican Party, contributors 

Earth Day—580 

Easter—495, 531 

Easter egg roll. See White House Easter Egg Roll 

Easter Seal Poster Child—464 

Eastern Caribbean States, Organization of—1487, 
1488, 1493, 1494, 1500, 1501, 1515, 1522, 1633 

Eastern Pacific Ocean tuna fishing agreement. 
See Maritime affairs 

Economic Advisers, Council of—96, 135, 193, 
313, 465, 556, 714, 799, 832, 1075, 1638, 1690 

Economic Cooperation and Development, Orga- 
nization for—713, 780, 1215-1218, 1339 

Economic Policy Advisory Board, President’s— 
133, 582, 1037 

Economic policy group. See Senior Interdepart- 
mental Group on International Economic 
Policy 

Economic recovery program—1l1, 12, 30, 51, 61, 
62, 74-77, 79, 82, 91, 101, 103, 104, 106, 108 
111, 114, 120, 138-140, 143, 145, 147, 160, 
161, 163, 164, 170, 173, 185, 186, 195, 197, 
198, 210, 214, 216, 218, 228, 231, 232, 234, 
243, 258, 272, 281, 284, 286, 288, 294, 302, 
316, 326, 327, 333, 339, 345, 347, 349, 353, 
376, 385, 391, 414, 416, 418, 423, 427, 433, 
435, 440, 441, 452-454, 457, 459, 460, 465, 
468, 481, 504, 506, 508, 510, 527, 556, 558, 
575-577, 596, 599, 603, 606, 627, 629, 653, 
658, 663, 664, 668, 673, 676, 680, 681, 687- 
689, 691, 693, 698, 709, 711, 712, 716-720, 
731, 732, 734, 747, 759, 763, 778, 792-795, 
811, 828, 834, 850, 851, 853, 854, 875, 888, 
900, 901, 906-910, 921, 938, 943, 950, 951, 
965, 982, 987, 988, 997, 999, 1001, 1009, 1010, 
1029, 1030, 1033, 1035, 1045, 1065, 1081-1084, 
1098, 1099, 1103, 1122, 1124, 1130, 1144, 
1156, 1173, 1174, 1176, 1178, 1180, 1197, 
1199, 1229, 1231, 1234, 1236, 1245, 1251, 
1273, 1284, 1287, 1294, 1302, 1304, 1307, 
1310, 1338, 1347, 1371, 1382, 1397, 1410-1412, 
1440, 1443, 1444, 1455, 1465, 1471, 1472, 
1485, 1519, 1520, 1542, 1548, 1564, 1571, 
1592, 1607, 1633, 1643, 1666, 1694, 1697, 1723 

Economic Report of the President—173, 193 

Economic zone of U.S. See Economy, national 

Economy, international 
See also Commerce, international 
Administration policies—15, 110, 175, 295, 325, 

572, 778, 779, 784, 789, 794, 796, 999, 1338, 
1339 


> 
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Economy, international—Continued 
Government officials, meeting with Presi- 
dent—394 
Investment, international. See Investment, in- 
ternational 
Williamsburg Economic Summit policy—801, 
803, 804, 806-808, 810, 833, 1145, 1358 
Economy, national 
See also Economic recovery program 
Consumer Price Index—96, 313, 321, 441, 468, 
799, 1035, 1123, 1506 
Exclusive economic zone—383, 384 
Foreign investment in U.S.—795 
Gross national product (GNP)—68, 104, 107, 
117, 138, 139, 141, 148, 149, 174, 175, 188, 
203, 212, 233, 235, 319, 323, 417, 433, 440, 
459, 1294, 1302, 1304, 1410, 1477 
Index of Industrial Production—714 
Index of leading economic indicators—135, 
141, 174, 197, 210, 214, 258, 316, 333, 345, 
348, 510, 627, 664, 1506 
Labor cost statistics—1075 
Officials, meetings with President—922, 1117, 
1266 
Producer Price Index—714, 1123, 1604 
Productivity—1075, 1302, 1440 
Wholesale Price Index—711 
Ecuador 
President—395, 521 
Relations with U.S.—521 
Education 
See also Colleges and universities 


Administration policies—108, 119, 149, 362, 
399, 410, 421, 515, 594, 596, 631, 710, 735, 
758, 759, 764, 786, 829, 849, 851, 869, 870, 
873, 877-879, 915, 925, 952-955, 959, 960, 
962, 975-977, 994, 1066, 1070, 1251, 1267, 
1283, 1336, 1413, 1459, 1644, 1662 

Adult literacy—1207, 1220, 1224 

Bilingual programs—975, 1132 

Business and ind: participation—847, 880, 
897, 935, 949, 977, 1423-1425, 1664, 1695 

Busing—955 

Costs—118, 736, 758, 846, 851, 878, 925, 926, 
953, 962, 1071, 1282, 1662 

Disadvantaged persons. See Disadvantaged per- 


sons 

Grants, Federal—411, 632, 759, 847, 955, 1335, 
1663 

Handicapped. See Handicapped 

Indians, American. See Indians, American 

Instructional materials, imports—237 

Migrant children. See Children and youth 

Officials, meetings with President—95, 861, 
1037, 1117, 1268 

Prayer in schools—97, 109, 156, 261, 366, 370, 
396, 399, 594, 759, 765, 875, 880, 889, 1004, 
1082, 1132, 1287, 1413, 1428, 1429, 1608, 
1663 
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Education—Continued 
Quality—593, 596, 631, 758, 763, 846, 870-872, 
874, 875, 877, 878, 883, 925, 926, 948, 950, 
953, 975-977, 994, 1066, 1071, 1282, 1354, 
1355, 1424, 1459, 1593, 1662-1664 
School discrimination—944, 1066, 1133 
State and local governments, responsibilities— 
38, 150, 410, 849, 851, 869, 925, 953, 954, 
959, 962, 977, 1354, 1355, 1424, 1425, 1592, 
1663, 1664 
Tax initiatives. See Taxation 
Teachers—759, 786, 829, 830, 846-848, 869, 
872, 878-880, 883, 926, 959, 977, 994, 1070, 
1283, 1355, 1459, 1460, 1663, 1664 
Textbooks—1071 
Tuition tax credits. See Taxation 
Education, Department of 
Adult literacy, role—1207 
Annual report—395 
Assistant Secretary—608, 654 
Budget—172, 736, 849, 851, 925, 1529 
Chicago school desegregation, role—1133 
Deputy Under Secretary—996, 1038 
Dismantling—399, 594, 954, 955 
General Counsel—1404 
Handicapped, National Council on the—439, 
465, 1600, 1602-1604 
Legislative efforts—39 
Rehabilitative Services Administration—-893 
School discipline, role—1664 
Secretary—72, 421, 592, 594, 623, 654, 787, 
845, 885n., 931, 932, 955, 960, 993, 1071, 
1133, 1148, 1207, 1337n., 1355, 1424, 14€0, 
1529, 1661, 1664, 1671 
Under Secretary—255 
Education, Intergovernmental Advisory Commit- 
tee on. See Intergovernmental Advisory Com- 
mittee on Education 
Education, National Commission on Excellence 
in—592, 596, 623, 631, 710, 736, 763, 786, 787, 
845, 851, 869, 870, 872, 875, 878-880, 883 
925, 926, 950, 953, 954, 959, 962, 969, 976 
977, 994, 1070, 1071, 1133, 1354, 1424 
Education, National Forum on Excellence in— 
1661, 1673 
Education Association, National—758, 786, 830, 
880, 1282 
Education Consolidation and Improvement Act 
of 1981, amendments—38 
Education Provisions Act, General. See General 
Education Provisions Act 
Education Statistics, National Center for—1662 
Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Materials 
Importation Act of 1982—237 
Educational Research, National Council on—&23, 
862, 1115, 1151, 1222 


t 

bassador, U.S.—1091, 1365n., 1366 
Ambassador to U.S.—126n., 1365n. 
Deputy Prime Minister—126n., 1365n., 1736 
Development assistance, U.S.—1530 
Economy and Foreign Trade Minister—1365n 
Finance Minister—1365n. 
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Egypt—Continued 
Foreign Aftairs Minister—126n., 554 
International Investment and Cooperation Min- 
ister—-1365n. 
Middle East peace efforts. See Middle East 
Military exercises, U.S.—248, 1113, 1678 
President—125, 162, 554, 1315, 1363 
Relations with U.S.—125, 1364 
Security assistance, U.S.—653 
Wheat sales, U.S. See Agriculture 
Eire Pub—115n. 
Eisenhower Fellows—523 
El Paso Intelligence Center—1133n. 
El] Salvador 
Ambassador, U.S.—649, 822, 1005, 1117, 1627 
Human rights—1627, 1628, 1636 
Internal situation—89, 343, 352, 377-382, 391- 
393, 458, 473, 595, 609-611, 613, 649, 650, 
675, 783, 821, 890, 939, 942, 966, 1012, 1031, 
1052, 1127, 1248, 1627, 1628, 1636, 1716, 
1724 
Medical assistance, U.S.—820, 821, 1248 
Military adviser, U.S., death—783, 797 
Military and economic assistance, U.S.—89, 
344, 379-381, 392, 459, 609, 610, 613, 649, 
675, 783, 795, 820, 821, 942, 1050, 1053, 
1248, 1627, 1636, 1716 
PLO role—577 
President—352, 380, 382, 831, 890, 942, 1127, 
1628 
Regional conflict. See Latin America 
Sugar exports to U.S. See Agriculture 
Vice President’s visit. See Vice President 
Elderly. See Aged 
Election Commission, Federal—864, 894, 1445, 
1475 
Elections 
Campaign appearances. See specific State 
Campaign ethics—941 
Congressional elections, President’s views— 
1346, 1409 
Electorate, President’s views—1381 
Presidential campaign materials, 1980—938, 
940, 968, 969, 982, 1003, 1056 
Presidential campaign supporters, 1980, meet- 
ings with President—464, 922, 1519, 1532 
Reelection, President’s—14, 199, 200, 279, 305, 
345, 489, 598, 634, 659, 738, 852, 1247, 1311, 
1332, 1335, 1438, 1445, 1453, 1468, 1475, 
1519, 1520, 1689, 1695, 1713, 1730 
Voter support for President—1335 
Electrical Workers, International Brotherhood 
of—501 
Electronics Association, American. See American 
Electronics Association 
Elementary School Principals, National Associ- 
ation of —1070 
Emergency Management Agency, Federal—214, 
228, 641, 728, 798, 1149, 1406, 1520, 1531 
Emergency Veterans’ Job Training Act—1143, 
1147 
Employ the Handicapped Week, National—1352 





4 Policy, National Commission for— 
887, 1378 
Employment and unemploymen 
Ad ni ation politics 14. Ie 16, 18, 62, 75, 92, 
108, 113, 137, 139, 141, 149, 152, 159, 167, 
173, 186, 187, 202, 216, Zi1, 218, 231, 233, 
243, 245, 301, 307, 345, 346, 353, 356, 385, 
391, 397, 414, 419, 439, 451, 457, 507, 510, 
575, 658, 663, 664, 688, 763, 764, 949, 953, 
1010, 1028, 1029, 1033, 1065, 1099, 1302, 
1308, 1371, 1396, 1397, 1404, 1643, 1697- 
1699, 1728 
Blacks. See Blacks 
Cyclical unemployment—345, 350, 385, 510 
Enterprise zones. See Enterprise zones 
Gasoline tax, effect—19, 308 
Government officials, meetings with Presi- 
dent—22, 56, 395 
Handicapped. See Handicapped 
Health care for unemployed. See Health and 
medical care 
Job-a-thons—61, 547, 573, 984, 1029, 1033 
Monthly statistics—832, 982, 987, 1192, 1633 
Recovery program, relationship. See Economic 
recovery program 
Reports—133, 463 
Structural unemployment—16, 61, 69, 114, 
137, 186, 210, 244, 345, 350, 362, 385, 457, 
506, 509, 628, 658, 688, 763, 764, 875, 1099, 
1371 
Unemployment benefits—583 
Veterans. See Veterans 
Williamsburg Economic Summit policy—808 
Women. See Women 
Youth. See Children and youth 
Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc_—993 
Endangered species. See Conservation 
Endowment. See other part of subject 
Energy 
Administration policies—151, 790, 1388, 1404, 
1406, 1619 
Budget—172, 745, 922, 981, 1062 
Coal—151, 524, 684, 1557, 1566, 1567 
Conservation—882 
Emergency response procedures—6 
Indian resources. See Indians, American 
Japan-U.S. cooperation—67, 1557, 1566, 1579, 
1586 
Korea-U.S. cooperation—1585 
Natural gas—44, 209, 286, 312, 313, 315, 317, 
332, 475, 476, 684, 735, 968, 1389, 1476, 
1566 
Nuclear energy—19, 92, 356, 588, 882, 1118 
Oil—6, 13, 19, 44, 151, 169, 187, 201, 211, 216, 
218, 286, 295, 304, 308, 315, 318, 339, 433, 
453, 475, 534, 715, 968, 1389, 1500, 1548, 
1566, 1567, 1732 
Powerplant fuel use—1114 
Synthetic fuels—922 
Williamsburg Economic Summit policy—808 
Energy, Department of 
Annual report-——1530 
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Energy, Department of—Continued 
Assistant Secretary—1418, 1477 
Budget—374, 572, 1118, 1379, 1595, 1694 
Defense nuclear waste disposal—20, 882 
Deputy Secretary—1062, 1101, 1222 
Energy Regulatory Commission, 

1355, 1401, 1405 
Energy Research, Office of—590n. 
General Counsel—437, 465 
Natural gas estimates—316 
Secretary—20, 590, 1389, 1404, 1406, 1732, 
1733 
Synthetic fuels, role—1221 
Under Secretary—903, 923 

Energy Agency, International—684, 780 

Energy Regulatory Commission, Federal. See 
Energy, Department of 

Energy Research, Office of. See Energy, Depart- 
ment of 

Energy resources commission. See Fiscal Ac- 
countability of the Nation’s Energy Resources, 
Commission on 

Engineers, Corps of. See Army, Department of 
the 

Enrico Fermi Awards—587, 623 

Enterprise institute, American. See American En- 
terprise Institute for Public Policy Research 

Enterprise zones—108, 153, 167, 308, 353, 356, 
387, 388, 395, 396, 419, 663, 716, 1230, 1376, 
1605, 1608, 1643 

Entitlement programs. See specific subject 

Environment 
See also Conservation 
Acid rain—742, 930, 1267 
Administration policies—393, 419, 428-430, 

475, 863, 864, 929, 930, 1619 
Air quality—108, 580, 588, 742, 930 
Mexican-U.S. agreement—1 137, 1142 
Ship pollution. See Maritime affairs 
Toxic waste—244, 430, 456, 580, 742, 918, 922, 
930 
Water quality—524, 580, 742, 930, 1619 

Environmental Protection Agency—228, 244, 
245, 254, 264, 280, 283, 298-300, 313, 333, 
343, 374, 375, 392, 393, 428-431, 450, 451, 
454, 456, 460, 461, 464, 623, 741, 749, 820, 
862, 863, 876, 894, 918, 922, 1017, 1075, 1139, 
1140, 1210, 1244, 1267, 1268, 1311, 1315, 
1366, 1518, 1531, 1557, 1558, 1602 

Environmental Quality, Council on—929, 1463, 
1506 

Epilepsy Poster Child, National—1315 

Equal Employment Opportunity Commission— 
1065 


Federal— 


Equal rights amendment—1 166 

Erikson day. See Leif Erikson Day 
Espionage. See Law enforcement and crime 
Eureka College—1601 


Europe 
See also specific country 
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Europe—Continued 
Gas pipeline. See Union of Soviet Socialist Re- 
publics 
Nuclear weapons deployment. See Arms and 
munitions 
Vice Presicent’s visits. See Vice President 
Yalta agreement—1456 
European Atomic Energy Community—356, 357 
European Communities—31, 523, 554, 572, 
806n., 829, 830 
European Democratic Union—133, 748 
European security and cooperation conference. 
See Security and Cooperation in Europe, Con- 
ference on 
European Space Agency—204, 164¥, 1665, 1673 
European-U.S. Civil Aviation Conference Negoti- 
ations on Multilateral Pricing—190, 255 
Evangelicals, National Association of —364, 396 
Executive Office of the President. See specific 
unit 
Executive Women in Government—1272, 1305, 
1313, 1314 
Expendable launch vehicles. See Space program 
Export Administration Act of 1979—500 
Export Council, President’s—766ftn., 1673 
Export-Import Bank of the U.S.—341, 694, 1514, 
1526, 1598, 1604 
Export Trading Company Act of 1982—167, 340, 
417, 119, 691, 766 
Exports, U.S. See Commerce, international 
Expositions, Convention on International—123 
Eye Donor Month, National—438 


FBI. See Justice, De: 

FBI Day—1045, 1046 

Fair Housing Amendments Act—991, 1005 

Falkland Islands. Sze South Atlantic situation 

Families, administration policies—1643, 1644 

Families of American Prisoners and Missing in 
Southeast Asia, National League of—131, 135 

Families with Dependent Children, Aid to. See 
Aid to Families with Dependent Children 

Family Institute, American. See American Family 
Institute 

Family violence task force. See Justice, Depart- 
ment of 

Family Week, National—1528 

Farm Bureau Federation, American. See Ameri- 
can Farm Bureau Federation 

Farm-City Week, National—1426 

Farm Credit Administration—30, 665, 713, 776, 
798 

Farm Labor Contractor Registration Act—45 

Farm Safety Week, National—585 

Farmers Home Administration. See Agriculture, 
Department of 

Farming. See Agriculture 

Father’s Day—815 

Federal acts, agencies, associations, programs, 
etc. See other part of subject 

Federal advisory committees, report—881 

Federalism. See State and local governments 


ment of 
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Federalism, Presidential Advisory Committee 
on—303 

Federation. See other part of subject 

Fermi awards. See Enrico Fermi Awards 

Festival of India. See India, Festival of 

Fifty States Project for Women—1178 

Fiji, Ambassador to U.S.—1438 

Finance Corporation, International—1341n. 

Finland 
Ambassador to U.S.—893 
President—1074, 1267, 1341 
Relations with U.S.—1341 
Vice President's visit. See Vice President, Euro- 

pean visits 

Fire Prevention Week—1203 

Firearms. See Arms and munitions; Law enforce- 
ment and crime, gun control 

Fiscal Accountability of the Nation’s Energy Re- 
sources, Commission on—44 

Fishing. See Maritime affairs 

Fitness Academy, U.S.—1314 

Flag Day and National Flag Week—695, 868, 
869n 


Flag Fund, Great American—868 
Florence Crittenton Mission Week—1612 
Florida 
Atomic weapons plant—653 
Attorney, U.S.—192 
District judges, U.S.—1222, 1224, 1506, 1530- 
1532 
Marshal, U.S.—1439, 1440 
Miami, revitalization—306, 752 
Osceola National Forest—46 
President’s visits—361, 364, 396, 748, 751, 
1009, 1118, 1119n., 1121, 1151 
South Florida Task Force—310, 408, 442, 625, 
672, 1082, 1131 
Flower Association of Japan—1561 
Food and Agricultural Development, Board for 
International—1002 
Food and Agriculture Organization—890, 923, 
1150, 1222, 1432 
Food assistance—191, 988, 1086, 
1433, 1634, 1680, 1690, 1691, 1736 
Food Assistance, President’s Task Force on— 
1086, 1211, 1212. 1433, 1691 
Food day. See World Food Day 
Food and Drug Administration. See Health and 
Human Services, Department of 
Food stamps—107, 141, 148, 219, 231, 304, 458, 
467, 893, 988, 1086, 1311, 1634, 1680, 1691 
Foods. See Agriculture 
Footwear industry—1719 
Ford Motor Company—165, 196 
Foreign assistance 
Administration—786 
Government officials, 
dent—893 
Foreign Corrupt Practices Act of 1977—340 
Foreign Intelligence Advisory Board, Presi- 
dent’s—54, 713, 1154, 1155, 1405 


1311, 1432, 


meeting with Presi- 





Foreign policy 
See also. specific country and subject area 
Administration policies—110, 152, 262, 273, 
281, 547, 647, 685, 969, 1143, 1162, 1163, 
1252, 1287, 1328, 1382, 1383, 1437, 1438, 
1470, 1520, 1570, 1608, 1669, 1677, 1694, 
1695 
Government officials, meetings with Presi- 
dent—254, 394, 748, 1005, 1267, 1367, 1504 
Foreign Scholarships, Board of—102 
Foreign Service. See State, Department of 
Foreign trade zone. See Commerce, international 
Forest conservation. See Conservation 
Forest products industry—347, 351 
Forest Products Week, National—1206 
Forum. See other part of subject 
Foundation. See other part of subject 
France 
Ambassador to U.S.—1111n. 
Chad, role. See Chad 
Lebanon, role. See Middle East 
Paris, mayor—56 
President—713, 724, 806n., 829, 830, 1480, 
1736 
Vice President’s visit. See Vice President, Euro- 


pean visits 

Freedom, Presidential Medal of—291, 313 

Freedom, Young Americans for. See Young 
Americans for Freedom 

Freedoms Foundation—255, 268, 313 

Friends of Handicapped Readers—541n. 

Friendship Medal, American. See American 
Friendship Medal 

Fuels. See Energy 

Fur seal commission. See North Pacific Fur Seal 
Commission 

Future Farmers of America—1068, 1071 

GATT. See Commerce, international 

G.I. Forum, American. See American G.I. Forum 

GNP. See Economy, national 

GSP. See Commerce, international 

Gallery of Art, National. See Smithsonian Institu- 
tion 

Gannett Newspapers—1694, 1705 

Gas, natural. See Energy 

Gas royalty management act. See Oil and Gas 
Royalty Management Act of 1982, Federal 

Gasoline. See Energy, oil 

General Accounting Office—39, 1444 

General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade. See 
Commerce, international 

General Education Provisions Act—38 

General Motors Corporation—127, 138, 141, 165, 
196, 197, 210, 215, 258, 763, 1070 

General Pulaski Memorial Day—1205, 1324 

General Services Administration—259, 477, 882, 
911, 936, 1020, 1061, 1212, 1268, 1529 

Generalized System of Preferences. See Com- 
merce, international 

George Washington—1109 

Georgi 


gia 
Macon, mayor—133 
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Georgia—Continued 
President’s visits—1078, 1467, 1476, 1480 
Republican party, meeting—1083n. 
Connenduines bso ts See Tricenten- 
nial Anniversary Year of German Settlement in 
America 
German-American Tricentennial, Presidential 
Commission for the—53, 836, 1379, 1389, 1402, 
1672, 1704 
German Democratic Republic, Ambassador to 
U.S.—1004 
Germany, Federal Republic of 
Ambassador, U.S.—133, 1667 
Ambassador to U.S.—133 
Chancellor—523, 548, 688, 783, 806n., 829- 
831, 1003, 1649-1651 
Fishery agreement with U.S. See Maritime af- 
fairs 
Foreign Affairs Minister—133, 
1391 
Internal situation—249 
NATO role—464 
President—549, 684, 1385, 1387, 1391 
President Reagan’s visit—689 
Relations with U.S.—53, 549, 684, 688, 927, 
1385, 1391 
So-ial Democratic Party candidate for Chancel- 
lor—22, 249ftn. 
Space program, participation—1649, 1651 
Trade with U.S.—491, 492 
Vice President’s visit. See Vice President, Euro- 
pean visits 
Getty wildlife conservation prize. See J. Paul 
Getty Wildlife Conservation Prize 
Ghana, U.S. Ambassador—855, 894, 1315 
Girl Scouts of America—797 
Good Housekeeping—993 
Government agencies and employees 
See also specific agency 
Administration policies—260, 902, 1230, 1248 
Adult literacy, role—1208 
Charitable fundraising—224 
Civil service system centennial—28 
Contracts—1528 
Executive Schedule positions—762, 983 
Health and safety—861, 1157, 1420 
Labor-management relations—469 
Law enforcement officers, memorial service— 
400 
Management refc.in—1077, 1084, 1085, 1093, 
1102, 1114, 1115, 1156, 1365, 1631 
Medical care—200 
Merit pay system, exclusions—1190 
Minority business, role—998, 1174, 1376, 1377 
Patents. See Patents and trademarks 
Pay and pensions—107, 141, 147, 152, 166, 
200, 201, 1157, 1190, 1223, 1348, 1447, 1697 
Personnel reform—464 
Procurement—417, 419, 506, 622, 980, 996- 
998, 1077, 1114, 1115, 1174, 1376, 1377, 
1631 


1003, 1385, 
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Government agencies and employees— 
Continued 
Publications—902, 967, 1077, 1085 
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